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For general contractors and subcontractors looking to succeed in California, 
the legal team at Finch, Thornton & Baird, LLP offers a one-stop corporate 
law solution for construction businesses.  Our attorneys provide business 
advice and legal counsel surrounding all aspects of corporate structure, 
CSLB licensing, teaming and joint venture agreements, trademark and 
intellectual property registration, and litigation.

LIABILITY AND TAX ISSUES DRIVE BUSINESS ENTITY DECISIONS.
General contractors and subcontractors face a number of considerations when 
choosing their entity structure.  Among them, liability and tax concerns are most 
important, since protection of personal assets and tax minimization will drive the 
conversation.  Our attorneys are knowledgeable about all business entities and will 
take the time necessary to explain the pros and cons of each in simple-to-understand 
language.  They also have the expertise necessary to draft and negotiate the many 
business formation, operations, personnel, and other agreements you will need.

YOUR CONTRACTORS LICENSING EXPERTS.
The California Contractors State License Board (CSLB) issues licenses to contract in 
each specialized trade or field of the construction profession.  Each separate trade 
is recognized as a classification, and licensed contractors may add any classification 
for which they are qualified upon application or examination.  Over the years, our 
legal team has developed respectful working relationships with the highest levels 
of the CSLB.  From expediting license issuance to defending company-threatening 
enforcement actions, we can assist with all kinds of CSLB issues.  This also benefi ts fi rm 
clients in the form of more effi cient, cost-effective solutions to the licensing process.  
So you can focus on building your business.

WORKING WELL TOGETHER WITH EFFECTIVE 
TEAMING AND JOINT VENTURE AGREEMENTS.
Effective collaboration with multiple business partners is vital to the health of 
most construction firms.  With collaboration, however, comes the need to achieve 
mutually benefi cial incentives and rewards, and well-conceived working agreements.  
Partnering, teaming, and joint venture agreements serve an important role in shaping 

o		Claims & Disputes
o		Local Agency, Municipal 

& State Contracts
o		Federal Procurement & Claims
o		Prime Contracts & Subcontracts
o		Labor & Employment 
o		Workplace Safety & Health 
o		Project Counsel
n		Corporate
o		Real Estate
o		Collections
o		Insurance Defense
o		Wealth Preservation

o		Labor & Employment
o		Business & Commercial Litigation
o		Business & Commercial 

Transactions
o		Real Estate
o		Liability Defense
o		Wealth Preservation
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OTHER PRACTICES



SERVICES

Business Formation and Compliance 
n	����Entity selection and formation of  

limited liability company, corporation,  
or partnership

n	����Formation and certification of women 
owned small business, HUBZone 
small business, veteran owned small 
business, and 8(a) small business and 
disadvantaged business enterprises

n	����Key employee, executive compensation, 
and business continuity agreements

n	����Regulatory, compliance, and  
operational agreements

Mergers and Acquisitions
n	����Stock and asset sales, restructuring, 

finance, compliance, and acquisition 
agreements

n	����Shareholder buy-sell agreements  
and business continuity planning

n	����Option agreements
n	����Debt and equity financing and  

private security offerings

CSLB Licensing, Partnering, Teaming,  
and Joint Venture Agreements 
n	����Business and CSLB licensing for  

California and out-of-state companies
n	����Partnering, teaming, and joint venture 

agreements
n	����Technology and licensing issues
n	����Trademark and intellectual  

property law

Trademark and Intellectual  
Property Law 
n	����Litigation of trademarks, service  

marks, and trade secrets
n	����Creation, prosecution, and defense  

of licensing agreements
n	����Data rights

effective strategic alliances, detailing roles and responsibilities, and attempting  
to identify unforeseen and even unknowable risks.  It is an area of construction  
contract law with which Finch, Thornton & Baird is especially experienced.

PROTECTING YOUR TRADEMARKS.
From corporate, service, and product trademark registration to protection of your 
proprietary construction processes and methodologies, our intellectual property 
lawyers can handle your needs. We have successfully registered, licensed, and  
enforced numerous trademarks and service marks. When necessary, we are here to 
enforce and defend your interests through negotiation or aggressive litigation, too.
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